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Solutions Sought for Industrial Engineering Students 


MONTREAL / September 28, 1994 - Concordia University's Faculty of 
Engineering and Computer Science is doing everything in its power to help 21 
Industrial Engineering students who recently discovered that their new 
programme doesn’t meet national accreditation standards. The Faculty was 
notified in June by the Canadian Engineering Accreditation Board of the 
Canadian Council of Professional Engineers that Concordia's Industrial 
Engineering programme would not be accredited. The Board cited a need for 
more professors and laboratories. There are seven fourth year (graduating) 
students and another 14 in the third year of the Industrial Engineering 
programme. 


The accreditation decision does not affect graduates' eligibility to work in 
Québec or to join the Québec Order of Engineers. The Québec government 
decreed in January 1994 that a Bachelor of Engineering degree is sufficient 
for graduates to seek entry in the Québec Order of Engineers, whether their 
particular programme is accredited or not. 


e Concordia Engineering and Computer Science Dean Donat Taddeo is 
negotiating with other Canadian universities that offer Industrial 
Engineering to try to relocate students who might wish to transfer. 

e As for the recommendations made by the Accreditation Board, Concordia's 
Mechanical Engineering Department is following up on them and is 
confident that the programme will be accredited by 1996. 


It is not uncommon for the Canadian Accreditation Board to refuse 
accreditation for new programmes during their initial start-up period. Last 
year, for example, one of five new programmes was denied accreditation. Many 
of the problems facing Concordia's Industrial Engineering programme resulted 
from the death of one of its founders and the prolonged absence of another 
faculty member. 

As of June 1993, there were 205 accredited engineering programmes at 33 
Canadian educational institutions; Concordia has five. 
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